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SELECTION CRITERIA - BADMINTON

2006 COMMONWEALTH GAMES

Melbourne Australia

March 15-26, 2006 

Introduction:

The Commonwealth Games Association of Canada (CGAC) tasks Badminton Canada with the selection of the Badminton team for the 2006 Commonwealth Games.  The CGAC sets the team size for Badminton.  Badminton Canada creates and publishes the selection criteria under the auspices of the CGAC policies and procedures.

Tournament play for Badminton at the Commonwealth Games includes one team event (Sudirman Cup style) and individual play in MS, LS, MD, LD, MX.  For individual play, each country is restricted to a maximum of three entrants per event.

Performance Expectations:

Team Event

-
Medal

Individual Events
-
A minimum of 2 Medals

Team Size:

The CGAC has provided Badminton Canada, with a minimum team size of eight (8) athletes and, pending confirmation, up to a maximum of ten (10) athletes.  Under normal selection procedures, Badminton Canada will select either 4 male and 4 female or 5 male and 5 female athletes, depending on the CGAC final allocation of positions, to participate in the Commonwealth Games.  

According to CGAC policy, all selected athletes must have Canadian citizenship or be official landed immigrants in Canada by the final date of athlete nomination to the Games (date TBC).

Badminton Canada’s selection process will include the naming of “reserves” for the team to cover the following situations:

· In the case of an injury to a selected athlete that makes them unable to compete at the Commonwealth Games;

· In the case of a selected athlete not receiving landed immigrant status by the final date of athlete nomination to the Games;

Note:  In these instances, ineligibility or injury of an athlete within a doubles or mixed pair also makes that athlete’s partner ineligible under the method of selection for doubles/mixed positions on the Commonwealth team.

Selection Process:

Badminton Canada will select up to ten (10) athletes for the Team.  Up to four (4) male and four (4) female athletes - 1 men’s singles, 1 women’s singles, 1 men’s doubles, 1 women’s doubles and 1 mixed doubles pair - will be selected based on the following criteria, in priority order:

1. A top 16 result at the 2005 IBF World Badminton Championships (Anaheim CA, USA August 15-26, 2005).  If a player/event has been selected by reason of a top 16 result at the 2005 IBF World Badminton Championships, that player/event will not be considered for selection under item 2. below.  


2. Highest IBF world ranked player/pair in each event as of December 29, 2005 (tentative date pending CGAC deadline confirmation).


To fill any available positions remaining open following selection as detailed in 1. and 2. above, Badminton Canada will:

3. Review the relative strengths of selected individual team members to determine remaining team and event needs.  Following completion of said needs assessment, Badminton Canada will consider the following factors to select an additional pair/player(s) for the team (in no particular order or priority):

· World ranking (player/pair achievement of a top 35% ranking within Commonwealth countries) as of December 29, 2005

· Commitment to international performance (a minimum of ten (10) tournaments played within a 12 month period) as of December 29, 2005

· Record versus Canadian players in that event (domestic and/or international results over the previous two (2) seasons) 
· Injury clause

Injury Clause:

In the case of injury prior to the team selection process occurring, players may apply for a position on the team ONLY to fill vacancies remaining after Selection Process item 2. (above).  To be considered for selection to the team, the injured player must have demonstrated extraordinary results prior to the injury, a doctor’s certificate attesting full recovery, information from the athlete’s personal coach confirming return to full capability, and provide conclusive evidence and proof that they would surpass other potential candidates.

In the case of injury arising after an athlete has been selected, but prior to departure to Melbourne, Badminton Canada reserves the right to revoke selection of the athlete if, in Badminton Canada’s sole discretion, the athlete’s performance at the Commonwealth Games will be compromised.  Badminton Canada reserves the right to select a player/pair to replace the injured athlete(s).
Selection Protocol:

1. To be considered for confirmation to the team, any selected athlete (following the criteria listed below) must agree to commit to the entire preparation and competition period determined by Badminton Canada.  Those selected under Selection Process item 1. above will begin their preparation phase as of September 1, 2005. Badminton Canada reserves the right to disregard players who are unable to commit to this requirement.

2. For pairs selection, athletes in a pair are considered as one entity - there is not any individual recognition of an athlete who qualifies in a pair.  If one player of the pair is unable to compete or commit to the preparation and competition period, the other player in that pair will automatically lose their selection recognition.  Only in the case of one player being selected based upon performance in other events would an individual player retain selection recognition.

Athlete Entry:

For the team competition, Badminton Canada reserves the right to modify athlete pairings in doubles/mixed events, or create new pairings as required.

Conditions of Participation:

Prior to final selection to the team, athletes must abide by the following regulations:

1. Official selection to the team is through written personal correspondence from Badminton Canada - all verbal discussion of team selection is unofficial.

2. Athletes must be members in good standing with a Member Association of Badminton Canada.

3. Athletes must meet all the eligibility requirements for team participation under the Commonwealth Games Association of Canada policies

Unofficial team selection will be announced no later than January 30, 2006.  Badminton Canada will forward these names to the CGAC for final consideration.

Appeal Procedure:

Under the terms of the agreement between the CGAC and Badminton Canada, Badminton Canada is responsible for all team selection decisions.  As such, appeals on team selection issues must be determined within the Badminton Canada Appeals Procedure.

Athletes wishing to appeal decisions regarding team selection must follow the Appeal Procedure as outlined in the Badminton Canada Athlete Agreement.  Further copies of the Appeal Procedure may be obtained through request to the Badminton Canada National Office, or by downloading from the Badminton Canada website at  www.badminton.ca.

Appeals of CGAC athlete eligibility requirements are referred to the CGAC Appeals Procedure.  In these instances, representation must be made through Badminton Canada for an appeal to go forward.

Note:  In case of any wording discrepancies between the English and French versions of the selection criteria, the English wording takes precedence.

Badminton Canada reserves the right to review (and change) any selection criteria or decision related to the selection process in the case of rule or policy changes from the IBF, CGAC or CGF that affect previously published criteria or team selection decisions.
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