2006 World Junior Championships

Seoul, South Korea
October 26 – Nov 4, 2006



Introduction:

Participation in the World Junior Championships is important for Badminton Canada for the following reasons: 

· It provides a benchmark to compare the level of junior development in Canada with that of the world. 

· It is important politically for Badminton Canada to remain active in key IBF international competitions. 

· There is a possibility that Sport Canada will consider World Junior performance in its overall Sport Funding and Accountability Framework (SFAF) analysis (2006). 

Tournament play at the World Junior Championships includes one team event (Sudirman Cup style: 1MS, 1LS, 1MD, 1LD, 1XD) and individual play in all disciplines. For individual play, each country is restricted to 4 entries in singles and mixed doubles and 2 entries in boys and girls doubles. 

Performance Objectives:

· Team Event - Place between 12th and 20th in the overall country rankings. 

· Individual Events - Two top 16 results. 

Team Size:

Badminton Canada will field a minimum team size of 6 athletes (3 male, 3 female) and a minimum of two coaches. Badminton Canada reserves the right to select additional male and additional female athletes to the team based on the needs of the team.  

Additional age eligible athletes may be invited to compete in the individual competition on a "self funded" basis if positions are available after the selected Canadian team entries. 

Parents or other individuals wishing to travel with the team may do so at their own expense. 

Selection Process:

Badminton Canada will base selection on athlete rankings within the National Junior events (final point standing) listed below. Qualification will be based on performance in singles, doubles and mixed doubles, utilizing results from the following competitions in the 2005/06 season (unless a tie break situation occurs): 

· Black Knight Junior Elite Series - U19 category 

· National Junior Championships 

The National Junior point standings will be based on the best 3 results in the Black Knight Jr Series (U19) and results from the National Junior Championships. 

Athlete Eligibility:

The following clarifies selection issues related to doubles/mixed partnerships:

Badminton Canada will only select pairs who are born in 1988 or later. 

· Junior (ineligible player born 1987)/Junior (eligible player born 1988 or later) partnerships - the eligible junior will score points toward the World Junior selection process and may be considered for selection dependent upon team needs but will not be chosen ahead of the top ranked age eligible pair. 

The following table provides the point allocation that will determine selection: 

	
	U19 Competition

	Competition
Result
	Black Knight Junior Elite Circuit Points
	National Junior Championships Points

	1 
	150
	225 

	2 
	117
	175

	¾ 
	96
	141 

	¾
	96
	141 

	5-8 
	66
	99 

	9-16 
	48
	72 

	17-32 
	30
	45 

	33-64 
	12
	18 

	65-128 
	6
	9 


Selection Priority:

IBF Rules state that "players are eligible to compete in the World Junior Championships provided they remain under 19 years of age throughout the calendar year in which the World Junior Championships are held". 
1. Players or pairs born in 1988 or later finishing highest in the 2005/06 National Junior Points Ranking Process in singles/doubles/mixed doubles will be selected first. By gender, this will result in a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 4 athletes selected. 

In the case of a points tie between players/pairs in the National Point Standings, the following tie-breaking procedures will be utilized to determine choice of player/pair for selection criteria #1: 

· Tie breaker (if required) is head to head results between the two or more tied player/pairs from the most recent qualification competition. 

· Second tie breaker is the last head to head result in any previous competition within the 2005/06 competition schedule at a recognized national or provincial event.

· Subjectivity of high performance committee in conjunction with team leaders.

2. After #1, if positions are still available and selection warranted the High Performance Committee will review the requirements for Canada to field the strongest team possible for the 2006 World Junior Championships (based upon expected competition) and may add athletes to the team. 

. The HPC will only consider athletes for selection who have played a minimum of two Series events and the National Junior Championships. 

Athlete Entry:

· Badminton Canada reserves the right to determine athlete entry by event. 

· Badminton Canada reserves the right to modify athlete pairings in doubles/mixed doubles events, or create new pairings as required to create the best possible performances for the World Junior Championships. 

Conditions of Participation:

Prior to final team selection, athletes must abide by the following regulations: 

1. Official selection to the team is through written personal correspondence from Badminton Canada - all verbal discussion of team selection is unofficial. 

2. Athletes must be members in good standing with a Member Association of Badminton Canada. 

3. Athletes must have paid all outstanding invoices to Badminton Canada at least 30 days prior to departure. 

4. Athletes must have signed either the Badminton Canada National Team Member Agreement or the Badminton Canada Conditions of Participation Agreement at least 30 days prior to departure. 

5. Athletes must meet all eligibility requirements for team participation under the IBF policies governing the World Junior Championships. 

Appeal Procedure:

Athletes wishing to appeal decisions regarding team selection must follow the Appeal Procedure as outlined in the Badminton Canada Athlete Agreement and Operations Handbook. Further copies of the Appeal Procedure can be obtained through request to the Badminton Canada National Office, or by downloading from the Badminton Canada website (www.badminton.ca) 

Badminton Canada reserves the right to make adjustments to National Team programming based upon financial requirements. 

Badminton Canada reserves the right to review (and change) any selection criteria or decision related to this selection process in the case of rule or policy changes from the IBF that affect previously published criteria or team selection decisions. 

Note: In case of any wording discrepancies between the English and French versions of the selection criteria, the English wording takes precedence. 

